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External Affairs Minister on November 6 made a seven 
page statement to Parliament which reviewed the events of the 
Cuban crisis, the position of the Government of Australia and 
outlined four "lessons" which are emerging as a result of the 
developments cf the past two weeks. 

1. He cited the duplicity practiced by arms buildup on 
Cuban soil while at the same time on the highest level assur- 
ances were being given that weapons being supplied were of a 
defensive nature, as example of the difficulty of negotiations 
with the Soviet Union. He said this once again gave graphic 
proof of the necessity for verification and inspection in any 
broader disarmament plan. 

2o The effectiveness cf speedy action by the United 
States and other states, operating on a regional basis exem- 
plified the efficacy of the regional defense principal in 
general. 

3. The role of the United Nations and the Secretary 
General was shown to be constructive, and not that simply of 
m. forum, when at the same time the United States had made its 
indention -clear to take whatever steps in its own defense. 


4. The lack of USSR-GOC consultations pointed out the 
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First Secretary of Embassy 
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